











opens in new tab or window 








Skip to main content


[image: Morris County, NJ - Logo]





English (United States) Select this as your preferred languageArabic Select this as your preferred languageChinese (Simplified) Select this as your preferred languageChinese (Traditional) Select this as your preferred languageGujarati Select this as your preferred languageHaitian Creole Select this as your preferred languageHindi Select this as your preferred languageItalian Select this as your preferred languageKorean Select this as your preferred languagePolish Select this as your preferred languagePortuguese Select this as your preferred languageSpanish Select this as your preferred languageTagalog (Filipino) Select this as your preferred languageUrdu Select this as your preferred languageVietnamese Select this as your preferred language




Select a language to translate to




	English (United States) Select this as your preferred language
	Arabic Select this as your preferred language
	Chinese (Simplified) Select this as your preferred language
	Chinese (Traditional) Select this as your preferred language
	Gujarati Select this as your preferred language
	Haitian Creole Select this as your preferred language
	Hindi Select this as your preferred language
	Italian Select this as your preferred language
	Korean Select this as your preferred language
	Polish Select this as your preferred language
	Portuguese Select this as your preferred language
	Spanish Select this as your preferred language
	Tagalog (Filipino) Select this as your preferred language
	Urdu Select this as your preferred language
	Vietnamese Select this as your preferred language














Morris County, NJ - Home - Logo





Open Search




Menu







	

Government

Sub-menu
	About County Government
	Voting and ElectionsSub-menu
	Register to Vote
	Update Your Voter Registration
	Ways to Vote
	Cancel Your Voter Registration
	Election Day Polling Places
	Early Voting Information
	What is on Your Ballot
	Overseas and Military Voting
	Election Calendar
	Information for Candidates
	Current Elected Officials
	Election Results
	Become a Poll Worker
	Contact Elections


	Elected Officials
	Administration
	Departments
	Authorities, Boards and Commissions
	Independent Agencies
	Court System
	Open GovernmentSub-menu
	Commissioner Meeting Agendas and Minutes
	Contracts
	Financial Information
	Morris County Strategic Plan
	Open Public Records Request (OPRA)


	Public Records
	RFPs and Bids
	County Holidays


	
Departments and Agencies

	
Residents
Sub-menu
	HealthSub-menu
	Morris County COVID-19 Information Hub
	Environmental Health
	Health Departments
	Mental Health
	Substance Use
	Volunteer for the Medical Reserve Corps
	Health Education & Promotion


	Community InformationSub-menu
	Arts and Culture
	Cities and Towns
	For Caregivers
	For Children and Teens
	For Older Adults
	For People with Disabilities
	For Veterans
	Libraries
	Non-Profits
	Public Assistance
	Schools
	Stormwater Management


	Jobs
	Passports and Identification
	Public SafetySub-menu
	Adult Protective Services
	Crime Prevention
	Police, Fire, and EMS
	Preparing for Emergencies
	Rabies Clinics
	Victim/Witness Services


	Transportation
	Wills and Estates
	County HistorySub-menu
	History of the Morris County Courthouse
	Morris County, Past and Present
	The Coat of Arms of Morris County




	
Services














Search



















You Are Here : 


Home
/

Departments and Agencies/Surrogate Court





Morris County Surrogate Court











Surrogate Court

Probating a Will



You can probate a will or administer an estate electronically.



If you prefer to meet with a staff member, you can book your in-person appointment online!



Learn more and begin the process.
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A surrogate is a judicial officer, elected by the people, having jurisdiction over the probate of wills, the administration of estates, and more.

Surrogate Heather J. Darling, Esq.,  was first elected to serve the residents of Morris County in 2019. Each term of office is five years. The full title of the office is “Judge of the Surrogate Court.”

What is Surrogate Court?

The function of the Judge of the Morris County Surrogate Court includes:

	administering wills, estates, guardianships, and trusts for Morris County residents
	serving as clerk of the Superior Court
	assisting activities ranging from adoptions to incompetency matters
	managing the Minors’ Intermingled Trust Fund and holding, as custodian, approximately $25 million in that fund for Morris County minors


While the Surrogate’s Court is technologically up to date, microfilm read-printers are available for reading or reproducing original wills and other relevant probate documents.

Learn More
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	Download: Annual Report 2022 - Office of the Morris County Surrogate(PDF, 20MB)

	Download: Annual Report 2021 - Office of the Morris County Surrogate(PDF, 1MB)

	Download: Annual Report 2020 – Office of the Morris County Surrogate(PDF, 343KB)
	Download: A Citizen’s Guide to Wills, Trusts, and Estates(PDF, 2MB)
	Download: The Personal Record(PDF, 638KB)


Latest News 


	

Surrogate Darling Celebrates National Adoption Day


	

Morris County Surrogate Heather J. Darling, Esq., Honors Our Nations


	

Surrogate named President of COANJ






Important Notices

We now accept credit cards, along with cash or check, for fees.

The Morris County Surrogate’s Court does not give legal advice.

Videos



August 18 "Surrogate Session:" Simple Steps to Make Your Will


Learn how to make a will:








May 20 "Surrogate Session:" Introduction to eProbate for Attorneys


Watch this overview of eProbate:








March 19 "Surrogate Session:" Navigate the Process of Adoption


Learn how to navigate the process of adoption:








February 25 "Surrogate Session:" What to know about Trusts and Estate Planning


Learn all about What to know about Trusts and Estate Planning - watch this latest Surrogate Session:








November 13 “Surrogate Session:” National Alzheimer’s Disease and Family Care Givers Month


Morris County Surrogate Heather Darling dedicated her monthly Surrogate’s Session to how to help people burdened by Alzheimer’s and offer caregivers and families access to resources that may offer peace of mind. Watch the recording below:








October 23 “Surrogate Session:” What Should an Executor Know


Morris County Surrogate Heather Darling continued the series of virtual “Surrogate’s Sessions” she launched in September, with the second session on October 23 entitled, “What should an Executor Know.”








September 24 “Surrogate Session:” Drafting a Will


The Surrogate Sessions are designed to provide Morris County residents with information on pertinent topics related to wills, estates, trusts, and probate matters. They will also detail improvements in Surrogate’s Office procedures that are making it easier for clients to get their issues handled.

Watch the Surrogate Session from September 24:
















Contact Us


Phone

(973) 285-6500

Fax

(973) 829-8599

Email

[email protected]

Location

Morris County Surrogate Court

10 Court Street, 5th Floor

Morristown

07960

View Map

Hours

Open M-F at 8:30 AM
Last appointment at 3:00 PM

Please call for an appointment at 973-285-6500.









Social Media




	Facebook
	Twitter
	Instagram
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Contact Us

Contact us

Email us using our feedback form

County of Morris

PO Box 900

Morristown, NJ 07963-0900

Get directions



Quick Links

Property Tax Records

Open Public Records Act (OPRA)

Emergency Alerts

COVID-19 Information

Morris County Sheriff

Human Services



Get Connected
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Newsletter sign-up and archive
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